
2015 BATB Con Report 

By: Brenda and Jackie 

 

Wednesday, July 15
th

:  Our day began at 3:30 am E.S.T.  By 4:30 am, 

we were on the road to Baltimore Washington International (BWI) 

Airport.  We arrived at BWI Airport at about 5:30 am.  An hour later, we 

were at our gate.  With plenty of time to spare before our 8:30 am 

departure to our connection city (Minneapolis, MN), we had breakfast at 

the nearby McDonald’s.  While waiting to board the plane, we were met 

by Lisa and Renee.   Once on board our Delta flight, the two of us 

enjoyed complimentary Mimosas while watching the animated movie 

Home as well as an animated short featuring the characters from the 

Disney movie Frozen. 

After arriving in Minneapolis, MN, the four of us made our way to the 

terminal to catch our flight to Calgary.  While at the gate, we met up 

with Je’cris and Cindy and exchanged our first hugs of this convention.  

Our take-off was delayed for a short time so the pilot and air traffic 

controllers could identify a course that would avoid the severe weather 

along the typical route between Minneapolis and Calgary.  However, it 

wasn’t too long before the six of us were on our way!!! 

Upon disembarking in Calgary, the four of us (Brenda, Jackie, Lisa and 

Renee) were immediately greeted by a Delta representative who whizzed 

Renee and her wheelchair (with the rest of us running to keep up with 

her!!!) from the gate, through customs and then to baggage claim.  After 

securing our luggage, the four of us re-joined Je’cris and Cindy to wait 

for the hotel shuttle.  While waiting, we met up with Carol and more 

hugs ensued.   



En route to the hotel, we glimpsed our first Canadian wildlife – ground 

squirrels.  Upon our arrival at the hotel, we were greeted with hugs by a 

bevy of extended tunnel family members including Deb, Helen, JoAnn, 

Linda, Teresa, Skippy etc.  After checking into our rooms, the two of us 

returned to the hotel lobby where we greeted those arriving.  We then 

proceeded to the banquet room where we met up with other extended 

tunnel family members including Larry, Laura, Liz, Michelle, 

Rosemarie, Sally etc.    

Afterward, the two of us walked next door to a Whole Sale Club store 

where we stocked up on con room essentials such as bottled water, 

snacks, sodas, etc.  Afterward, a group of us (Brenda, Jackie, Linda, 

Mini, Skippy and Teresa) had dinner on the rooftop of the Toad and 

Turtle Restaurant located across the street from our hotel.  While 

walking to the restaurant, we saw a Canadian jack rabbit (the biggest 

rabbit the two of us had ever seen!!!).  At the restaurant, the two of us 

split a bison burger (delicious!!!!) and a side of salsa and chips.  Thanks 

ladies for a fun filled time!!!     

Upon our return to the hotel, the two of us spent time organizing what 

was necessary in preparation for the Club’s upcoming opening and talent 

show numbers and panels. The two of us then met up with Lisa and 

Renee in the hotel lobby where we hung out until about 11:00 pm.  On 

our way back to the room, the two of us met up and spent time with 

other extended tunnel family members.  As is typical of the conventions, 

it was a late night having been up for about 24 straight hours and not 

getting to bed until about 2:00 AM. C.S.T.  

Thursday, July 16
th

:  The two of us enjoyed an early morning breakfast 

with Anna and Liz in the hotel’s restaurant.  Afterward, we took part in 

the convention sponsored bus tour of Calgary.  Our bus driver (Dave), a 

former Canadian Mountie, was informative and knowledgeable.  During 



the tour, he shared with the group some interesting factoids about the 

city including the average cost of a suburban house ($450,000) and the 

average price of gas ($4.00 a gallon).  According to Dave, there are 

approximately 30,000 Mounties throughout Canada. The Mounties are 

equivalent to a combination of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and a 

local sheriff’s office here in the United States.  Similar to federal law 

enforcement in the United States, women were not allowed to serve as 

Canadian Mounties until the mid 1970’s.  Further, female Canadian 

Mounties, like their federal law enforcement counterparts in the United 

States, were only initially allowed to wear skirts while on duty.  Today, 

male and female Canadian Mounties wear the same uniform complete 

with slacks.       

As for specific Calgary attractions and sites, Dave pointed out: 

 A stretch of the Trans-Canada Highway, a transcontinental federal-

provincial highway traveling through all 10 Canadian provinces 

from the coasts of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  According to 

Dave, the Trans-Canada Highway is one of the world’s longest 

national highways spanning 8,030 km (4,990 miles).  Construction 

on the highway commenced in 1950, opened in 1962 and was 

completed in 1971. 

 The Bow skyscraper, the tallest office tower in Calgary as well as 

the tallest office tower in Canada outside Toronto.  According to 

Dave, the Bow, completed in 2012, is considered the start of 

redevelopment in Calgary’s Downtown East Village section.   

 Calgary Municipal Building, completed in 1985, as a complement 

to the city’s Old City Hall and employing approximately 2,000 city 

employees.  



 Olympic Plaza, created as the venue for the medal ceremonies at 

the 1988 Winter Olympic games and now an urban park, meeting 

place and outdoor event area hosting concerts and festivals 

(weather permitting) and a public ice skating area during the winter 

months.      

 Historic (Old) City Hall, completed in 1911, and currently housing 

the offices of the Calgary Mayor and members of the City Council.  

A designated national historic site since 1984 as it is the only 

surviving regional example of the monumental civic halls erected 

in several Prairie cities before 1930 and has a lofty clock tower and 

prominent round-arched entry and extensive decoration in the 

Romanesque Revival style.    

 Centre Street Bridge, which crosses the Bow River and is the 

central point of Calgary’s quadrant system 

(Northeast/Northwest;Southeast/Southwest).  The bridge, built in 

1916, features an upper and lower deck.  Of special interest to the 

folks on our tour were the four concrete lions modeled after the 

bronze lions at the base of Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square, 

London.      

 University of Calgary, founded in 1966 after operating as the 

Calgary branch of the University of Alberta since 1945.  Alumni 

include Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Canadian 

astronaut Robert Thirsk.  

 Chinatown, the 4
th

 largest in Canada after those in Vancouver, 

Toronto and Montreal.   

 Inglewood, Calgary’s oldest neighborhood and now a shopping 

and arts district with more than 100 shops, boutiques and eateries.  

The TV series Fargo is also filmed here. 



Dave also made a stop at the Calgary Tower (formerly the Husky 

Tower).  The tower was built in part, to honor Canada’s centennial year 

(1967).  According to Dave, developers deliberately misled the public, 

claiming the tower would stand 187 meters (614 feet) in the hopes of 

preventing competing developers from surpassing the tower’s height 

record of 190.8 meters (626 feet).  Shortly after officials in San Antonio, 

TX attempted to claim the record in announcing the completion of the 

190 meters (620 feet) Tower of the Americas, developers revealed the 

Calgary Tower’s real height.   

During the stop, those who wanted to took the elevators to the 

observation deck.  From there, one could stand on the glass floor and 

look straight down to the street below.  Next stop was Stephen Avenue, 

a pedestrian mall featuring an array of bars, cafes, pubs and restaurants 

as well as a mix of boutiques and high end retail.  Of note was the Blue 

Vinny Diner.  Our third and last stop was at Fort Calgary, established in 

1875 by the North-West Mounted Police in response to federal orders to 

force our whiskey traders from the area.  Today, the fort features a 

museum, garden and riverfront walk.  While there, Dave donated his 

Mountie uniform to the museum.  Thanks Dave for your prior service 

and for a most enjoyable tour!!!     

Upon returning to the hotel, the two of us walked to a nearby Tim 

Horton’s (think Dunkin Donuts only better) for breakfast items for the 

following day for ourselves as well as Lisa and Renee who were back at 

the hotel.  The two of us also shopped the nearby international market as 

well as a local liquor store for room party necessities including Canadian 

wines.  The Club’s traditional pre-con dinner was held at The Toad and 

Turtle restaurant.  We were fortunate to have 21 people turnout (almost 

one third of the con!!!).  Thanks to all who attended!!! 



After dinner, the group returned to the hotel just in time for the 

commencement of the convention check-in and pajama party.  The party 

featured games, pet videos, puzzles, readings etc.  After several hours of 

much fun, the convention room closed for the evening.  On our way out, 

the two of us met up with newly arrived extended tunnel family 

members including CB, Jackie S. and Rosie.  The two of us then spent 

time meeting and greeting other con-goers in the hotel lobby/bar again 

not retiring until the wee hours of the morning. 

 

Friday, July 17
th

:    After just another couple hours of sleep, our day 

began with breakfast in our room (compliments of Tim Horton).  We 

then rendezvoused with Lisa and Renee.  This year, the four of us were 

honored to represent the Club during the convention’s opening 

ceremonies.  Similar to the opening ceremonies of the Olympics, the 

four of us, dressed in Canadian Mountie uniforms, took turns walking 

into the convention room.  Three of the four of us carried a different flag 

– Renee (Canada), Jackie (Alberta) and Brenda (U.S.).  Lisa, dressed as 

Vinnie, carried a lantern containing a battery operated Winterfest candle.  

The flags and lantern were presented to Michele in appreciation for 

hosting the convention and in recognition of this being the first Canadian 

Beauty and the Beast convention.  We LOVE YOU Michelle!!!  During 

the ceremony, the song Canada Is by Michael Mitchell played while a 

video played https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjUvsT2DKk4 

A full day of activities followed the opening ceremony.  Rosemarie held 

an insightful panel (Two Truths and a Lie) in which participants at each 

table individually provided three statements about themselves.  Of the 

three statements, others at the table had to guess which one was the lie.  

The table in which the two of us were seated won.  The panel served as 

an excellent tool for getting to know new con goers (and them us) as 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjUvsT2DKk4


well as learning more about friends we have known for years.  With 

attribution and much appreciation to Rosemarie, look for this game to be 

played at upcoming Club activities.  Other panels rounded out the 

morning including  

 Before or After (the purpose of which was to put episodes, scenes, 

lines etc. from the show in the correct sequential order) 

 Readings  

 Using Graphs to Draw  

Before our delicious deli buffet lunch, a representative from the Calgary 

Humane Society, the 2015 con charity, provided a presentation about 

this most worthwhile organization.  A special thanks to all Chesapeake 

Helpers’ members, their families and friends, who donated money so 

that the Club could support this charity.  Together, we donated 600 

Canadian dollars!!!  As always, your generosity is much appreciated!!!  

A special shout out also to Pat T. for her monetary contribution in 

support of the Club’s 2015 – 2016 fundraising season.  We VERY 

MUCH appreciate your support!!!     

After lunch, JoAnn and Larry were awarded (and most deservedly so) 

with the 2015 Chan Award.  JoAnn and Larry epitomize all that is best 

about being human.   We thank you, thank you, thank you for your 

friendship and all that you have done (and continue to do) on behalf of 

our beloved fandom.   

Following the award ceremony, Rosemarie spearheaded the panel on the 

2016 BATB convention which will again be held in New Jersey!!! 

Thanks to Rosemarie for again assuming the role of con chair.  Much 

gratitude also to the members of Rosemarie’s team for what we know 

will be another successful convention.  Do not hesitate to let us know 



what, if anything we can do individually (or Chesapeake Helpers can do 

collectively) to support you in this endeavor.   

Other panels followed including Beast Bingo, Toys for the Pets and 3
rd

 

season discussion. As you might have suspected, the two of us made 

toys for Rascal and Bear/Shakeys respectively.  All three continue to 

enjoy their souvenirs.   

The afternoon session wrapped up with the talent show walk-through 

which we (Brenda, Jackie, Lisa and Renee) attended.  Afterward, the 

four of us practiced our routine a couple more times.  A special thanks to 

all family and friends back home who sat through all our earlier 

rehearsals and provided accessories, feedback, input etc., etc. etc.  Three 

of the four (Brenda, Jackie and Renee) then went for dinner in the hotel 

restaurant (Lisa was feeling under the weather but fortunately felt better 

a short time later).  Afterward, the four of us again donned our Canadian 

Mountie costumes for the variety show. Prior to the show, JoAnn 

sponsored a special surprise celebration in recognition of the 20
th

 

anniversary of BBTV.  Thank you JoAnn!!! 

This year’s variety show featured a lot of quality (and at times very 

humorous) talent.  Our Club variety show number was dedicated this 

year to Helene.  You were missed Helene and in the thoughts and 

prayers of so many.  We look forward to seeing you in New Jersey!!!   

After the convention wrapped for the evening, the two of us joined Mini, 

Skippy, Teresa and others in the hotel lobby bar.  We ordered Prosecco.  

The bartender replied that she would gladly bring us the entire bottle if 

one of us would open it as she was uncomfortable doing so because of 

the pressurized cork.  When the bartender returned with the bottle, 

Jackie demonstrated how one can minimize any potential dangers posed 

by removing the pressurized cork as well as the related popping sound.  



Once opened, we spent the remainder of the evening sipping Proseccco 

and engaging in conversation with fellow con-goers and other hotel 

guests. The bartender was kind enough to allow us to remain seated in 

the bar area even after closing time (around midnight).         

Saturday, July 18
th

:  This morning, the two of us slept in until 7:00 AM 

(gasp!!!).  We made it downstairs just in time to attend the morning 

announcements which began at 8:00 am and were immediately followed 

by Rosemarie’s Table Topics panel. The objective of this panel was to 

provide each table of participants an array of written topics to discuss.  

Once again, the panel encouraged participants to get to better know 

other con-goers no matter how long individuals may have known one 

another.   

Having missed breakfast, the two of us walked to Tim Horton’s where 

we dined on breakfast sandwiches and sampled Oreo donuts 

(scrumptious!!!).  They really need to open a Tim Horton’s in the 

Washington, DC area.  We made it back from breakfast just in time to 

conduct the Club’s Dirty Minds panel.  Then it was off to the nearby 

Sunridge Mall for shopping (souvenir and otherwise).  

Saturday evening was the traditional banquet.  The darkened banquet 

room (Great Hall) featured light from a vast array of sources including 

candles and lanterns.  It was truly magical!!!  The centerpieces were 

especially noteworthy this year with each piece representing one of the 

tunnel character’s chambers.  Banquet attendees were given the 

opportunity to match the centerpiece with the character with a prize 

being awarded to the person(s) who guessed the most correct answers.   

Much, much fun!!! The banquet dinner was also exceptional.  

While we ate, those at our table were treated to both a woman’s (Anna) 

and a man’s (Paul) perspective on goes into a successful marriage.  Anna 



talked of caring, compassion, friendship, love etc. etc. etc.  Paul 

succinctly summarized a successful marriage as “whatever you say 

dear.”  Both are blessed with happy, long-term and successful marriages.  

Congratulations!!!      

Paul also entertained those seated at our table with the following joke 

(paraphrased of course as we could not write it as well as it was told): 

Three men found themselves outside the pearly gates.  St. Peter said that 

each man could enter heaven if they could present something 

symbolizing Christmas.  The first man took out a lighter representing a 

candle and was allowed to enter.  The second man presented keys 

representing bells and was allowed to enter. The third man presented a 

pair of woman’s underwear.  St Peter was perplexed and asked how the 

pair of woman’s underwear symbolized Christmas. The third man 

responded, “Their Carol’s.”  

Thanks to all who were at our banquet table for a most enjoyable 

evening!!! 

As is customary, the charity auction followed the banquet. As in the 

past, the auction was entertaining as friends bid against one another (in 

the spirit of the tunnel community) on behalf of a worthwhile cause.   

Afterward, a group of us spent the remainder of the evening in the hotel 

lobby/bar talking until the wee hours of the morning.  Good thing we 

slept in!!!   

Sunday, July 18
th

:  The convention started at 9:00 am with Rosemarie’s 

panel entitled Somewhere We Have Traveled.  The objective of the 

panel was to work with your respective tablemates to match clues with 

the places where past conventions have been held.  Readings and 

announcements followed.  Then it was time for the breakfast buffet – 



and what a buffet it was.  There were multiple stations stretching the 

length of two corridors and featuring every breakfast and lunch item 

imaginable.  The buffet lasted from 10 AM to 2 PM – plenty of time to 

try every item at least once.  However, Brenda in particular was partial 

to the carving, cheese, pasta and salad stations.   

During the brunch, con-goers had one last opportunity to play Beast 

Bingo (Brenda won a game and received two prizes!!!).  The art auction 

followed and took up a bulk of the remainder of the day due to the 

many, many, many items available for sale. Afterward, Je’cris organized 

a game called Life Below.  A fan favorite, White Stuff! occurred just 

before closing ceremonies at 5:00 pm. (approximate). 

   

Although the Club’s traditional post con dinner was scheduled for that 

evening, no one was hungry after all the food we had throughout the 

day. Instead, the Club held a room party which was attended by about 23 

people.  Attendees played multiple rounds of Dirty Minds, sipped 

Canadian wine, snacked, talked etc.  Thanks everyone for coming and 

partying with us!!!  Afterward, several of us continued the party 

downstairs in the hotel bar with a “midnight” snack.   

Monday, July 20
th

:  The day began with a very early breakfast in our 

room (compliments again of Tim Horton’s).  The two of us then 

rendezvoused with other con-goers in the hotel lobby at 7:30 am for our 

8:00 am departure to Banff National Park.  On the bus, we were treated 

to two episodes of our beloved television show including Arabesque and 

When The Bluebird Sings.  Along the way, our bus driver (not Dave) 

shared factoids and pointed out specific attractions and sites.  We must 

admit that we were mesmerized by the magnificent scenery passing 

outside our bus window so we did not take as many detailed notes.  

However, one aspect we found fascinating as we passed what could only 



be described as a great plain or prairie, pertained to the Chinook winds.  

According to our driver, the area we were passing serves as prime 

farming and grazing land.  He explained that the land can continuously 

be used for these purposes year round thanks to the Chinook winds.  As 

explained to us, the Chinook is a weather system consisting of a 

warming wind from the ocean into the interior region of the country.  

Surprisingly, a strong Chinook can make a foot of snow disappear in one 

day.  Due to the Chinook, snow partially melts and partially evaporates.  

The Chinook can raise winter temperatures from negative four degrees 

Fahrenheit to 50 to 68 degrees Fahrenheit for a few hours or days before 

plummeting again to their base levels. 

Just prior to our arrival in Banff, our driver informed us that were 

entering Canada’s oldest national park.  Banff was established in 1885.  

The town of Banff is located in the center of the park in the Bow River 

Valley.  The park is home to 56 different species of animals including 

but not limited to such predatory animals as bears (grizzly and black), 

cougars, lynx, otters, weasels, wolves and wolverines.  Elk, deer and 

moose are also common.  Jackie was glad to hear that due to the harsh 

winter conditions, the park has few reptiles including only two species 

of snakes and saw neither.    

Once inside the park, our first stop was the Cave and Basin National 

Historic Site of Canada.  Here, we had time to explore the underground 

cavern/artificial tunnel to the natural thermal mineral springs, a replica 

of the original 1887 bathhouse, the restored 1916 swimming pool, 

interpretive displays and the gift shop.  Afterward those not continuing 

on to the Banff gondola were dropped off in the center of the town of 

Banff.  While there, the two of us walked from one end of the resort 

town to the other. In doing so, we were awed by the town’s spectacular 

geography including the surrounding mountains.  We spent hours 



exploring the many gift shops lining the street and sampling the local 

foods in the town’s diverse restaurants.   

Upon returning to the bus, our driver drove past the Banff Springs Hotel, 

a luxury hotel built during the 19
th

 century as one of Canada’s grand 

railway hotels.  We then drove on to our last stop before leaving the park 

- Johnston Canyon.  While there, we learned that as the Johnston Creek 

approaches the Bow River, it flows through this large canyon formed 

over thousands of years by eroding limestone. This erosion over time 

has formed beautiful sheer canyon walls, waterfalls, tunnels and pools.  

Those who wanted could hike to the canyon’s lower and upper falls.  We 

(Brenda and Jackie) opted to hike to the lower falls.  During our trek, we 

came across a cute Canadian chipmunk who delighted us and the other 

tourists with his antics.  The scenery along the trail was breathtaking as 

were the falls themselves. 

During the bus ride back to the hotel, we were treated to two other 

episodes of Beauty and the Beast; namely, To Reign in Hell and 

Ozymandias.  Our bus driver also pointed out the Three Sisters, a trio of 

mountain peaks known individually as Big Sister (Faith), Middle Sister 

(Charity) and Little Sister (Hope).   

Although we were exhausted when we returned to the hotel, we took 

time to eat at the nearby Perkins.  While dining, we looked at the 

numerous pictures we took from the day’s journey to Banff.  Even our 

pictures did not adequately capture the true essence of the Rocky 

Mountains and all the sights we experienced.  We both slept very 

soundly this night. 

Tuesday, July 21
st
:  This day served as the last official day of the 

convention.  After breakfast in our room (courteous of Perkins the night 

before), the two of us met fellow con-goers in the lobby at 8:15 am for 



our 8:45 am departure for Calgary’s Heritage Park.  Visitors to the 127-

acre park are immersed in a living history experience of Western Canada 

over a 100 year period featuring transcending a 100 year period 

featuring a First Nations encampment, a rustic settlement, a bustling 

young prairie town and a mid 20
th

 century urban square.   Upon our 

arrival, con-goers were divided into two groups for a 1-hour walking 

tour.  Afterward, the two of us spent the rest of the day touring the park 

with Anna, Liz, Stace and Beth.     

Upon our return to the hotel later that afternoon, the two of us packed for 

our return flight in the morning.  That evening, we went to dinner one 

last time to the Toad and Turtle for dinner with Anna and Liz.  

Afterward, we bid both good by with the hope of seeing both in 2016.   

In celebration of Jackie’s birthday the following day, we ordered another 

bottle of Prosecco at the hotel lounge.  This time, the bartender 

successfully opened the bottle using the technique Jackie taught her 

earlier in the week. She was thrilled and said she could now put this skill 

on her resume. We were joined by Liz and Sally, Helen, Mini, Teresa, 

Skippy and Kari.  Once again, we turned out the lights at the lobby bar 

and hugs and wishes for a safe trip home ensued. 

 

Wednesday, July 22
nd

:  Similar to the week before, we were up at 3:30 

AM local time in order to depart the hotel at 4:30 am.  We were again 

fortunate to have an uneventful flight home.  Upon our arrival home, 

Jackie’s son and daughter-in-law surprised her with a Smart TV for her 

birthday and had also paved the driveway in her absence.  The four of us 

continued the celebration with pizza, champagne and a chocolate ice 

wine cake we bought in Banff.   

 



We had a wonderful time over the past week.  Looking forward to the 

2016 convention!!!   

   

  

                  

 

 

                      

 

       

          

             

     

 

 

 

               


