
WHY AMERICA LOVES 
BEAUTY & THE BEAST 

Women swoon over 
TV's romantic fantasy 
that's the surprise 
hit of the year 
Q By Brian Haugh 

N FRIJl.\Y nights, when the only 
light in the living room comes from a 
19-in. TV screen, millions of women 
are falling in love with VIncent - the 
lyrically romantic half-man, half­
monster leading man of the sleeper 
bit, Beauty and the Beast. 

VIncent is a hairy but lovable freak 
of nature - tall, dark and, well, hand­
some may be in the eye of the be­
holder. He lives in the dark caverns 
beneath New York, emerging when 
his love, Catherine, is in distress. 

According to fan mail pouring in to 
CBS, many women would love to be in 
the bigh heels of Linda Hamilton, the 
actress who plays Catherine. 

Ron Periman, who portrays VIn­
"""~ gels dozens of marriage propos­
als in the maiL Some women ask if 
he's married (he is) - and if so, does 
he fool around (he says he doesn't). 

"The letters e%press what these 
women long for in their own lives," 
says Periman. "They think that if 
they're loved, they'll be made whole, 
in spite of their limitations. 

"I think women want to be ro­
manced. They want to be treated spe­
cially. They want to have poetry read 
to them, instead of sitting there 
watching this guy in an undershirt 
watching football games. 

"A woman wants somebody not 
who's doing nice things for her just so 
he can be asked in at the end of the 
night - but because he adores her. 1 
think that's what they get when they 
see VIncent and Catherine." 

Kathleen McQueeney, the agent 
who recommended to Periman that 
he take the role of the Beast, says: 
''VIncent and Catherine have a dis­
tilled love in its purest form. There's 
a mystique to their love. 

''VIncent is sensitive, but he's not a 
wimp. His love for Catherine doesn't 
detract from his strength. \\Omen 
love him because he's warm, sensitive 
and very special. He's an ideal man 
for a lot of women." 

Even Liz 'Th.ylor is not immune to 
the charms of the Beast. 

Periman recal\s: "I was introduced 
to her at a party. She looked into my 
eyes, grabbed my hand and said to me 
in French, "My beast, my beast.'" 

The soaring popularity of Beauty 
and the Beast comes at a time when 
women are falling in love with the 
disfigured Phantom in Broadway's 
Phantom of the Opera. 

Los Angeles psychologist Dr. Irene 

Hamilton laYI Perlman il 
handlome in or out 01 makeup. 
"His look i8 tremendou8. n 

Kassorla thinks women see their 
childhood fantasies come to life in 
their love for a beast. "Long before 
they are women who can really make 
love to a man, little girls start fanta­
sizing about romance," she says. 

"And it's a potpourri of what they 

Betluly and 'M .... , ha. touched 8 .pecial chord in women. Linda 
Hamilton (with Ron Perlman in makeup) lIya: "Thi. i. romance, .. op­
pond to other .hoWI on TV - whe .. you ha". liZ, but not romance." 

know - a combination of the princes true when she was a little girl. Any­
they read about in the fairy tales, the time you can duplicate a precious rna­
enchanted animals who are released ment from childhood - and do it as 
to become wonderful men, the kind- an adult - you have magic." 
hearted lions and, the most wonderful Viewers agree wholeheartedly. And 
romantic prince of all - Daddy. response has been otherworldly. 

"How wonderful that the makers of One letter to Perlman from a 
Beauty and the Beast should have viewer says: "Please keep Beauty 
been so sensitive to what a little girl and the Beast on the air. 1 need to be 
goes through in sexual development, able to pretend VIncent is real. 1 wish 
to have grabbed on to one of the cores he were, but then if he was, I'd prob­
of her sexual-sensual-dream world. ably leave my husband and children 

''When she watches Beauty and and run away to live with him. And 
the Beast, the little girl - now an what would my mother think?" 
adult woman - has an opportunity to Linda Hamilton knows the show is 
play out a dream fantasy she never a different kind of love story. "This is 
had a chance to complete. And a romance," she says, "as opposed to 
through VIncent's love Catherine, she all the other shows on TV, where you 
has an opportunity to continue her have sex and not romance. A romance 
fantasy and enjoy it even more. is usually something with obstacles. 

"It's a wonderful kind of gentle tor- That's what makes it a romance. "" 
ture not to be able to go ahead and aren't going to jump into bed here." 
really consummate the love, as was But Linda does love the look of ~ 
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'.". it:;;''!": '-', ~ .. 
h~1.eildjngman, ''You liave pOetry 
and; you have a beautiful beast," 

~ she:.says. '.'His look is tremendous." 
'ODda's . manager, Bobbie 

Edi'i'ck, ' is equally enthusiastic 
abQ\lt bei: clieot'~' leadiog man. "I 
fujd Ron yery sexy in his makeup," 
slier's..y., "And my auots of 74 and 
76 goth ~ he's sexy, too, .They 
wat!:b him every week." 'e, 

'Be!>y Frank, . senior vice,presi-' 
deilt.~." at Saat.chi · & Saatchi DFS 
CgDlj>ton;' a . leading advertising 
a~cy. in .New Yor~ sees Beauty 
dndi'the Beast as TV's modern 

,solUtion , for love' without' risk. ' 
" ,~aJl want ,to .. believe there is 
"a ',romantic ideal," she says, "It's 
. ,esp€iallY,~importailt. for wome'1 . 

th.ese'days .w~eo the consequences 
ofrC5'ma,ntic relationships can be so 
d~~'y.~'--.~'~. ,. " ~:~. . .' -. ._ 
" . 'f.@!k ~ys the set1es bas struck 
a ~9rd :wi~' wo~en viewers who 
lQYSl!!>e ' 'tbeartbreakiog, theme of 
'iolpQssible. love'\ and . see in . VID­
ceot'iittrililiteHoo often missing in 
th~~en . they .live with. ,.~:­
. '!He's ' the perfect man, Iiut he's , 
noi'ia"'%man,~ ". she :,'says •. , . .. ",' . 

• < l:.! . _.... '" 'or., Ciirole' Lieberman, 'a psv­
'cwamst"aifdjifeQiil-,:onsiilt:liiit;~'" 
lie~JS~iriany wo~en love ~e Beast: 
beCause' "the love he' offers is, uo­
·condiUon3I: .- . ~ ': ~ ,,~ ."'i./- • 

'!.\Wm"",leei ali ,if meo are pur­
Suint-them ooly for sex and sexual 
conquest. But VIDCeot'S adoration 
of Catherine makes no demands of 
her;~~1.';' " . . " 
. a_berman also sees a return to. 
a deSire for a father-like protector 
in tht love women express for the 

. Beas!;'· "Despite how independ~nt 
:they~ may ' seem' on tIie outside,- , 
women still have . a desire' to be 

• L'Y~ " . 
rescuei:l:~ she says.. ~ 

"They want to be taken out of 
their ,Chaotic world, His 'appeal as 
the father-like protector is a bit like 
Santa Claus, yet there's .Iso a touch 
of the, appeal of the vampirl!." 

At ~t CBS, even c~cal women 
s~~, who remained unmoved 
when 'Ibm Selleck strolled by, now 
swoon for the Beast. "When he was 
in the; building for publicity pic­
turesL a lot of women wanted to 
have' their photo taken with VID­
cent:'·· says a CBS executive. "In 
his 'IDakeup, he has a noble look 
and., a beautiful voice." 
B~tsy Frank has a hunch that 

inStead of becoming more of a 
monster, the Beast may gradually 
grow_ more attractive, 

uN¢ year, Vmcent's makeup 
may ,become less extreme," she 
says: "They may even make him 
more~'- human, so that women will 
want r to see him even more." 0 

-" 

SOLITUDE would be ideal if you 
could pick the people to avoid, -
Writer Karl Kraus 
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